INDIAN FREEDOM

that show the uniqueness of his personality.
And his later life is a glowing illustration of it.

II

Barely a child of seven,, Sri Aurobindo
found himself in England where he was sent by
his father for a "thorough English education/'
'And while in India, the education that he had
was in a residential European scho.ol at Darjee-
ling. How could one so utterly cut off from
his country and its culture almost from his
birth become in his youth an ardent champion
of its freedom? A paradox, indeed, that
baffles a student of Sri Aurobindo's life. So
far as an objective explanation can be attemp-
ted, we may mention that Sri A.urobindo's
father used to send him in England newspaper-
cuttings from Indian papers relating the evils
and indignities of British rule in India and
that Sri Aurobindo evinced a keen interest
in Ireland's fight for freedom, then going on,
which he studied at close quarters and for
which he expressed his warm admiration w
some of his poems. These are, no .doubt
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